Biological and immunological characterization of iodinated bovine growth hormone.
Iodinated bovine growth hormone, containing no more than 1 g-atom of iodine per mole of hormone is generally used as a tracer in studies related to the action and metabolism of the hormone. This derivative was tested in different biological and immunological systems in which the hormone is known to be active. The iodinated derivative was almost indistinguishable in its properties from the native hormone when it was examined by the following criteria: body growth promoting activity, rat liver uptake in vivo, binding to rabbit liver microsomes and primary antigen-antibody interactions. Micro-complement fixation experiments suggested that the iodination produces minor alterations in the affinity of some antigenic determinants.